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Fotorzeźby [Photosculptures], 1971/2007
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Photosculptural: Alina Szapocznikow’s index of the body
by Elena Filipovic

In 1971, Alina Szapocznikow had twenty photographs made of the different 
shapes made by the chewing gum that she had pulled from her mouth 
and placed on a stone ledge, the sticky drooping specimens stretched and 
distended like the most malleable of sculptural materials. She called the 
work Fotorzeźby (Photosculptures) and accompanied it with a text that suggested 
the tension between a result both immanent (in a sculptural sense) and 
impermanent: 1

“In shaping with my mouth odd-looking and bizarre forms, I suddenly realized 
what an extraordinary collection of abstract sculptures was moving between my 
teeth. One has only to photograph and enlarge my masticated creations in order 
to achieve a sculptural presence. Chew well then. Look around you. Creation lies 
just between dreams and daily work.” 

Alina Szapocznikow, 22 June 1971.

Extract from the text published in Sculpture Undone 1955-1972, 2011, The Museum of Modern Art 

(MoMA)/Mercatorfonds, p. 64.
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Alina Szapocznikow
Fotorzeźby (Photosculptures), 1971/2007

Twenty original gelatin silver prints, collage with text on paper Photography: Roman Cieslewicz
24 x 30 cm and 30 x 24 cm (each); 9 7/16 × 11 13/16 in and 11 13/16 × 9 7/16 in (each) 
Ed. 6/12 
Inv. No. : ASCRS457.4

Selling price : 45 0 000 euro s
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Exhibition view, “Instants et choses”, Aurora Gallery, Geneva,
1971. 

© Photo Jacques Verroust. 
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Exhibition view, “How to Survive”, Sprengel Museum
Hannover, Hanover, Germany, 2020–2021.

© All rights reserved.
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Exhibition view, “Alina Szapocznikow: Human Landscapes”, 
Staatliche Kunsthalle, Baden-Baden, Germany, 2018.

© Photo Judit Fruzsina Jesse.
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Exhibition view, “Alina Szapocznikow: Sculpture Undone,
1955-1972”, The Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), New York,
2012.
© All rights reserved.
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Exhibition view, “Alina Szapocznikow: Sculpture Undone,
1955-1972”, WIELS Contemporary Art Center, Brussels, 2011.

© Photo Filip Vanzieleghem, courtesy Loevenbruck, Paris.
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Exhibition view, “Alina Szapocznikow: Sculpture Undone,
1955-1972”, WIELS Contemporary Art Center, Brussels, 2011.

© Photo Filip Vanzieleghem, courtesy Loevenbruck, Paris.
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Alina Szapocznikow. Human Landscapes, The Hepworth
Wakefield, Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden, Verlag der
Buchhandlung Walther König, 2018, p. 124–125.
© Photo Fabrice Gousset, courtesy Loevenbruck, Paris.
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Alina Szapocznikow. Human Landscapes, The Hepworth
Wakefield, Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden, Verlag der
Buchhandlung Walther König, 2018, p. 126–127.
© Photo Fabrice Gousset, courtesy Loevenbruck, Paris.
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Alina Szapocznikow. Human Landscapes, The Hepworth
Wakefield, Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden, Verlag der
Buchhandlung Walther König, 2018, p. 128–129.
© Photo Fabrice Gousset, courtesy Loevenbruck, Paris.
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Portrait of Alina Szapocznikow, 1972
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“My gesture is addressed to the human body, 
‘that complete erogenous zone,’ to its most 
vague and ephemeral sensations. 
I want to exalt the ephemeral in the folds of 
our body in the traces of our passage”

Alina Szapocnikow, 1972
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Born: 1926, Kalisz, Poland. Died: 1973, Passy, France.

Alina Szapocznikow is now recognized as one of the preeminent woman sculptors of the post-war era. Her work has been presented at
premier institutions, from the Centre Pompidou to MoMA. In the years after her death, by contrast, art historians were virtually silent on her
art, even though she had been well connected in the circles of artists and curators of her time. A Holocaust survivor, she spoke with a
markedly female voice, articulating an enormously forceful and energetic engagement with the image of a surreal sensuality informed by
pop art in conjunction with the existential transience of the material.
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