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Artist's note
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Jean Dupuy, Where, 2010, collection of the city of Batumi, Georgia
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JEAN DUPUY
(HERE & WHERE)

From the day of his birth right up to his very recent death, Jean Dupuy 
was an observer of time, stretching it out and diluting it. The monumental 
sculptures Here and Where are among the major works created by this artist 
over the last ten years. They stand as the synthesis of over fifty years of 
experimentation and addresses, among other things, what is a central theme in 
Dupuy’s art: Time.
Extending the artist’s graphic and anagrammatic practices, these two 
words Here and Where, which began to appear in his work in the 1970s, take 
on a material, sculptural identity, acquiring a new visual and interactive 
dimension. In this reinterpretation in three dimensions, typography constituted 
by multidirectional arrows is negatively present in the landscape and constitutes 
for the onlooker both a marker (“here”) and a loss of bearings (“where?).
Jean Dupuy was born in 1925. In 1968, having just moved to New York, he won 
the competition launched by Experiments in Art and Technology (EAT, directed 
by Billy Klüver and Robert Rauschenberg) with his dust sculpture Cone Pyramid 
(Heart beats dust), which was exhibited at MoMA and at the Brooklyn Museum. 
He later made other interactive machines to be activated by viewers. Close to 
the New York avant-garde of the day, he became a friend of George Maciunas, 
founder of the Fluxus movement. In the 1970s he left the Sonnabend Gallery 
and got into the world of performance, bucking market expectations. He was a 
pioneer and organised happenings in his SoHo space at 405 E. 13th St. which 
was frequented by artists like Nam June Paik, Gordon Matta-Clark and Philip 
Glass, as recorded in the authoritative volume Collective Consciousness: Art 
Performances in the Seventies (Performing Arts Journal Publications, NY).
The following decades saw him go back to producing objects and visual works. 
His exploration of anagrams connected with the strain of 1960s painting that 
came out of lyrical abstraction and linked music/action and infra-ordinary 
gesture, which he developed in a variety of ways (and always ingeniously) 
throughout his career. This corpus was articulated around the concept of what 
Dupuy called Lazy Art, which consisted, in the artist’s words, of having the work 
made by the “tool” or by other people (cf. One Two, œuvre/portfolio of Jean Dupuy, 
1972-1981). Jean Dupuy left us on 4 April 2021, in Nice.
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Jean Dupuy
Where, 2013

Corten steel
3080 × 11020 × 14 cm; 1212 5/8 × 4338 9/16 × 5 1/2 in
Ed. 1/3 
Inv. No. : JD130701

Selling price : 120 000 euros HT
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Jean Dupuy
Here, 2013

Corten steel
3080 × 8004 × 14 cm; 1212 5/8 × 3151 3/16 × 5 1/2 in
Ed. 1/3 
Inv. No. : JD130702

Selling price : 120 000 euros HT
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Born: 1925, Moulins, France. Died: 2021, Nice, France.

Jean Dupuy was born in 1925. In 1968, having just moved to New York, he won the competition launched by Experiments in Art and
Technology (EAT, directed by Billy Klüver and Robert Rauschenberg) with his dust sculpture Cone Pyramid (Heart beats dust), which was
exhibited at MoMA and at the Brooklyn Museum. He later made other interactive machines to be activated by viewers. Close to the New
York avant-garde of the day, he became a friend of George Maciunas, founder of the Fluxus movement. In the 1970s he left the Sonnabend
Gallery and got into the world of performance, bucking market expectations. He was a pioneer and organised happenings in his SoHo space
at 405 E. 13th St. which was frequented by artists like Nam June Paik, Gordon Matta-Clark and Philip Glass, as recorded in the
authoritative volume Collective Consciousness: Art Performances in the Seventies (Performing Arts Journal Publications, NY).
The following decades saw him go back to producing objects and visual works. His exploration of anagrams connected with the strain of
1960s painting that came out of lyrical abstraction and linked music/action and infra-ordinary gesture, which he developed in a variety of
ways (and always ingeniously) throughout his career. This corpus was articulated around the concept of what Dupuy called Lazy Art, which
consisted, in the artist’s words, of having the work made by the “tool” or by other people (cf. One Two, œuvre/portfolio of Jean Dupuy,
1972-1981). Jean Dupuy left us on 4 April 2021, in Nice.
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