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Paris notes

This collection of works was first shown at Old Jet (“As the Summer turns to Rust”, 
18.06.2025 – 27.06.2025) on the site of RAF Bentwaters, the former cold war American 
air base in Suffolk, England. The site itself was chosen to acknowledge our current 
context where cold war anxieties have become a heated reality rather than a chilling fear.

This initial siting of the exhibition was so unique as to be quite difficult to link to its 
current location here in Paris. In looking for some kind of contextual congruence, 
I found myself thinking of surrealism as a viable if tangential connection.
 
There is an uncanny and surreal atmosphere at the airbase, where the Old Jet arts 
centre is located. Anyone familiar with the films of David Lynch or the writing of J.G. 
Ballard would recognise the feeling and see the aesthetic. Whilst the works in this 
exhibition do not set out to be “surreal”, bringing them to the birthplace of surrealism 
doesn’t seem an entirely unrelated move.

In fact the brutal absurdity of the 21st century is present as a psychological substrate 
in much contemporary art. The iconic images of 20th-century surrealism might look 
overly familiar and almost reassuring in comparison to our new everyday world 
of senseless spectacle.

The struggle now seems to be to establish any kind of agreed reality rather than to 
unlock the subconscious or free ourselves from rational constraints.

Prior to this exhibition I had spent fifteen years working in quite wilful isolation. 
My absence from exhibiting was only broken when Jesse Quin, the director and 
founder of Old Jet, visited my home. Seeing the stacks of works, he offered me 
the space at Old Jet to exhibit them. So my suburban exile came to an end in 2024 
with my solo show “From the Fragments”.

Throughout my self-imposed seclusion in suburbia I maintained a dialogue with 
Blaise Drummond. In the time I have known his work the world has become ever more 
histrionic, perverse and absurd. As the attention economy does its thing Blaise’s work 
has retained a sense of stability and poise that comes from a practice based on deep-
rooted principles. 

His works retain a sense of the world as having clear lines, of its objects being knowable, 
of looking and depicting as being tools for understanding. Almost the inverse of surrealism!

His work proposes that there is something in the ambition of the modernist project that 
we have lost – to live in light, space, knowledge and clarity.

Apart from and concurrent with these grand ideas, Blaise’s work often focuses on the 
minutiae of our world. Intensely observing the small constituent parts that make up 
a landscape. The landscape genre is often fraught with politics: Whose land is it? 
Is it a lament for the loss of common ground? Or a reckoning with ecocide? Landscape 
can sometimes end up as nothing more than a conduit for these anxieties, so the focus 
on the minutiae, like the single stem of grass in “Bent Grass, June 2025,” quietly brings 
us back around to the reality of nature. This radically simple approach reminds us that 
we are at liberty to apply observational methods for ourselves.

My own works offer no antidote to the increasing weirdness of contemporary reality. 
For me the collaging together of fragments of paint and canvas to construct imagery 
may be an exploration of the limits of order, where intentions and reason begin to fray 
and feelings are privileged over facts. 



The figures in my paintings are ways of questioning our own agency. Does anyone really 
feel that they are in control anymore? Are we all puppets, and if so, puppets of what? 
Take your pick from a pullulating mass of conspiracy theories and malign forces.

Against a somewhat bleak backdrop it seems (to misquote Samuel Beckett) that 
we can’t go on. But we do go on! The positive thing is that art and painting still offer 
potential space, space for critical reflection, space to imagine a parallel world or 
possible future.

Collage is an essential aid to reinvention in both my own and Blaise’s work, creating 
new and unexpected juxtapositions, ways of attempting to escape the overdetermined 
image or reinvent a pictorial convention using new material processes. My own works 
eschew printed matter or photography for imagery constructed purely from paint, 
canvas, imagination and memory.

If we no longer have certainties we can at least place meaning in the actual process. 
In figurative painting process can have its own implicit meaning just as in abstraction. 
In a world of constant flux we may invest in the idea of knowledge as a process rather 
than an immoveable monolith. As the summer turns to rust, being present in the 
processual moment seems to be a good way of going on. 

Robert Sherratt, 19 July 2025





















Artworks list

Robert Sherratt
Night Bird, 2016

Acrylic on canvas
46 × 35,5 cm (18 1/  × 13 3/  in)
Courtesy of the artist and galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
Inv. No. : RS250713

© Robert Sherratt. Photo all rights reserved.

8 4

Blaise Drummond
Birds of the Air (Return of the Red-necked Phalarope),
2025

Coloured pencil, collage and embroidery thread on paper
63 × 80 cm (24 13/  × 31 1/  in)
Courtesy galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
Inv. No. : BD250403

© ADAGP, Paris. Photo all rights reserved, courtesy galerie Loevenbruck, Paris

16 2

Blaise Drummond
Moduli 225 (No. 3), 2023

Intaglio
79,5 × 61,5 cm (31 1/  × 24 in)
Ed. à 40 exemplaires
Courtesy galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
Inv. No. : BD250601

© ADAGP, Paris. Photo all rights reserved, courtesy galerie Loevenbruck, Paris

8

Robert Sherratt
The Last Flight, 2024

Acrylic on wood panel
76,5 × 76,5 cm (29 15/  × 29 15/  in)
Courtesy of the artist and galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
Inv. No. : RS250703

© Robert Sherratt. Photo all rights reserved.

16 16

Robert Sherratt
Backstage at Moonwatch, 2023

Acrylic and canvas offcuts on birch ply
29 × 23 cm (11 7/  × 9 1/  in)
Courtesy of the artist and galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
Inv. No. : RS250704

© Robert Sherratt. Photo all rights reserved.
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Artworks list

Robert Sherratt
Do Conifers Dream?, 2019

Acrylic on canvas on wooden panel
40 × 40 cm (15 3/  × 15 3/  in)
Courtesy of the artist and galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
Inv. No. : RS250707

© Robert Sherratt. Photo all rights reserved.

4 4

Blaise Drummond
Cypress (Collioure), 2025

Watercolour, beeswax and chalk gesso on birch ply
29,3 × 19 cm (11 7/  × 7 1/  in)
Courtesy galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
Inv. No. : BD250602

© ADAGP, Paris. Photo all rights reserved, courtesy galerie Loevenbruck, Paris

16 2

Blaise Drummond
Scot's Pine (Annagh), 2025

Watercolour, beeswax and chalk gesso on birch ply
29,3 × 20,9 cm (11 7/  × 7 7/  in)
Courtesy galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
Inv. No. : BD250404

© ADAGP, Paris. Photo all rights reserved, courtesy galerie Loevenbruck, Paris

16 8

Robert Sherratt
The Amateur Gardener, 2023

Acrylic on canvas
40 × 30,5 cm (15 3/  × 11 13/  in)
Courtesy of the artist and galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
Inv. No. : RS250709

© Robert Sherratt. Photo all rights reserved.

4 16

Blaise Drummond
The House of the Painter's Mother (Winter Painting),
2025

Oil, distemper and collage on canvas
90 × 120 cm (35 7/  × 47 1/  in)
Courtesy galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
Inv. No. : BD250604

© ADAGP, Paris. Photo all rights reserved, courtesy galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
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Born: 1967, Liverpool, United Kingdom. Lives and works: Ireland.

Blaise Drummond uses various techniques in his drawings and paintings, such as engraving, collage, lithography, and photogravure... 
On the minimalist spaces of his canvases, he juxtaposes modernist icons (borrowed from the Bauhaus, Black Mountain College, 
Le Corbusier, the Eames...) cut out and placed in forested or alpine settings, with the aim of establishing unique dialogues between 
nature and architecture. After earning a master's degree in philosophy in 1989, followed by studies in Art History and Fine Arts, he has 
since focused on redefining the nature/culture concept, at a time when ecological concerns are increasingly reshaping our systems of 
thought. Through his artistic approach, he transcends the traditional dualism by integrating both artificial and natural entities into a 
unique ecosystem, where utopias and disenchantments intertwine.

Educational background

1989 MA Philosophy and Classical Art, University of Edinburgh GB

1994 BA Fine Art & History od Art ( 1st Class), National College of Art and Design Dublin IE

1998 MA Fine Art, Chelsea College of Art London GB

Public and private collections

Fondation Audika Paris FR

Fondation Louis Vuitton Paris FR

Fonds d'art contemporain - Paris Collections Paris FR

Musée d'arts de Nantes Nantes FR

National Gallery of Ireland Dublin IE

Solo exhibitions (selection)

2022 "A Liquid Note in Spring" Galerie Loevenbruck Paris FR

16.12.2022 – 11.02.2023

2018 "A History of Hope" Galerie Loevenbruck Paris FR

01.12.2018 – 26.01.2019

2008 "Rest and Be Thankful" Galerie Loevenbruck Paris FR

12.12.2008 – 31.01.2009

2007 "Lake Shore Drive" Mary Goldman Gallery Los Angeles US

28.04.2007 – 16.06.2007

2006 "Forest Park" Perugi Art Contemporanea Padoue IT

30.09.2006 – 20.11.2000

2006 "Blaise Drummond" Musée de l'Abbaye Sainte-Croix Les Sables d'Olonne FR

01.04.2006 – 18.06.2006
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Paris FR

18.09.2025 – 11.10.2025

2025 "As the Summer turns to Rust" Old Jet Rendlesham UK

18.06.2025 – 27.06.2025

2024 "In Real Life" National Gallery of Ireland Dublin DE

17.08.2024 – 24.11.2024
Curated by: Anne Hodge

2021 "Stoney Road Press : Twenty Years – A Survey" Ballinglen Museum of Art IE

17.09.2021

2015 "Et si on s’était trompé ?" Centre Culturel Irlandais Paris FR

26.09.2015 – 04.11.2015

2015 "Re-Corbusier" Fondation Le Corbusier Paris FR

01.04.2015 – 06.07.2015

2014 "Les Horizons" La Criée centre d'art contemporain Rennes FR

14.03.2014 – 11.05.2014

2013 "Projections vers d’autres mondes" Musée de l’abbaye Sainte-Croix Sables d’Olonne FR

31.03.2013 – 30.06.2013

2011 "Utopia Ltd" Wexford Arts Centre Wexford IE

12.02.2011 – 12.03.2011

2010 "Architectures en ligneS" Mrac, Musée regional d'art contemporain Sérignan FR

14.02.2010 – 06.06.2010

2009 "Painting Without Painting - Current positions in
post-action-painting"

Kunsthalle Wilhelmshaven Wilhelmshaven DE

26.07.2009 – 13.09.2009

2004 "Amnesty International" Irish Museum of Modern Art Dublin IE

01.01.2004 – 01.02.2004

2002 "No Object, No Subject, No Matter..." Irish Museum of Modern Art Dublin IE

02.02.2002 – 02.03.2002
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Born: 1970, Peterborough, United Kingdom. Lives and works: Norwich, United Kingdom.

Robert Sherratt is a painter based in Norwich, United Kingdom. He completed an MA in Painting at Chelsea School of Art in 1998, following a BA
(Hons) in Painting at Norwich School of Art and Design in 1996.
He exhibited at Kettle’s Yard Gallery in Cambridge and took part in the Prospects Drawing Prize exhibition in London. He also presented a solo
exhibition at Outpost Gallery in Norwich and participated in Stay, a site-specific group show at the Great Eastern Hotel in London. These
projects were made possible through his selection for the Escalator Visual Art Scheme, which provided key funding and support from Arts
Council England.
His work was later featured in the group exhibition Precise Modern Order at Rubicon Gallery, Dublin, in 2003, and in Painting Without Painting –
Positions on Post-Action Painting at Kunsthalle Wilhelmshaven in July 2009.
More recently, he has exhibited at Old Jet in Suffolk, an arts centre located on the former Cold War airbase R.A.F. Bentwaters — first in 2024
with the solo exhibition From the Fragments, and again in 2025 alongside Blaise Drummond in the exhibition As the Summer Turns to Rust.

Educational background

1990-
91

Art and Design Foundation Lincoln College UK

1993-
96

BA (hons) First Class with commendation Norwich School of Art UK

1997-
98

MA Painting Chelsea School of Art UK

Solo exhibitions

2024 "From The Fragments" Old Jet Rendlesham UK

19.07.2024 – 03.08.2024

2007 "Robert Sherratt" Outpost Gallery Norwich UK

02.06.2007 – 21.06.2007

Group exhibitions

2025 "As the Summer turns to Rust" Galerie Loevenbruck
6, rue Jacques-Callot

Paris FR

18.09.2025 – 11.10.2025

2025 "As the Summer turns to Rust" Old Jet Rendlesham UK

18.06.2025 – 27.06.2025

2009 "Malerei Ohne Malerei" Kunsthalle Wilhelmshaven Wilhelmshaven DE

26.07.2009 – 13.09.2009

2007 "Members' Show selected by Gavin Turk" Outpost Gallery Norwich UK

02.12.2007 – 21.12.2007

Robert Sherratt
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2006 "Off" Outpost Gallery Norwich UK

  09.07.2006 – 19.08.2006   

2006 "Off" F.A.I.T. Krakow PL

2005 "Stay" The Great Eastern Hotel London UK

2004 "Kettles Yard Open" Kettles Yard Cambridge UK

  13.11.2004 – 02.01.2005   

2004 "Prospects Drawing Prize" Tea Building London UK

2003 "Precise Modern Order" Rubicon Gallery Dublin IE

1999 "Inner Space Outer Space" Jibby Beane contemporary London UK

1998 "Aspects of Abstraction" The Paton Gallery London UK

1995 "13" Gasworks London UK

  15.03.1995 – 19.03.1995   

1993 "Peterborough Open" Peterborough Museum and Art Gallery Peterborough UK
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