




Know Your Trees 
A new artist’s book by Blaise Drummond, published by Michael 
Woolworth Publications 
40 pages. 30 x 25 cm. Ed. 40. 
Original lithography, woodcut, collage, lasercut, hand intervention, 
pigment print, photolithography, monotype and letterpress.

 
Between the middle of Ireland and the heart of Paris, artist Blaise 
Drummond and master printer Michael Woolworth have collaborated 
on Know Your Trees, a 40-page artist’s book that moves fluidly between 
drawing and poetry, memory and process, collage and lithography 
—offering a window into the inner workings of an artist’s mind. 
Drummond, known for his work that gently navigates the space between 
architecture and the natural world, approaches his subjects not with 
irony, but with a wry, attentive sensitivity. His is an art of nuanced 
observation—at once romantic and critical—grappling with our 
conflicted relationship to nature: how we aestheticize, protect,  
and exploit it. 
With Know Your Trees, Drummond turns inward. This is his first artist’s 
book—a format he describes as uniquely suited to showing “the inside 
of an artist’s head.” The project originated not as a narrative but as an 
accumulation of fragments: notebook sketches, colour experiments, 
scraps, and references, many drawn from the daily material of his studio 
practice. “We didn’t want to illustrate a text, nor tell a story through 
images,” he explains. “It was about assembling what’s already there 
—drawing from years of notebooks—and letting those pieces begin 
to speak to each other.” 
Among the first of those pieces was a small drawing tucked in a 
notebook from before 2018—a reflection on Bellini’s Madonna of the 
Meadow in London’s National Gallery, with a margin note: “artist book 
idea for Michael.” Researching that painting led Drummond to discover it 
was inspired by Virgil’s Georgics—a favourite text from his time studying 
Philosophy and Classics at Edinburgh University. “I’d reread it over the 
years, even during art school, and would often plunder lines from it for 
titles. When it came time to finally work on this book, it made perfect 
sense to return to it.” 
But rather than illustrating the Georgics, Drummond and Woolworth 
worked to find subtle resonances between the ancient text and the 
contemporary visual fragments. Lines were selected for their tone of 
attention, care, cultivation—qualities also embedded in the making of 
the book itself.





Know Your Trees was produced at Atelier Michael Woolworth in Paris 
using traditional, time-intensive techniques—lithography, woodcut, 
collage, and hand-set type. These slow processes mirror the spirit of 
the work: patient, observational, grounded in the rhythms of manual 
making. “We wanted to show this moment of freedom,” Woolworth notes, 
“that lightness of mind when there’s no obligation to perform. Each page 
documents elements that may end up—or not—in finished works.  
But all contribute to the drive behind them.” 
The pages read like a loose constellation: a stem of fennel from the 
rooftop of Drummond’s studio, an ash tree seen from his bathroom 
window, a list of birds from the Georgics—with an image of a wheatear, 
pointedly absent from the poem. A photograph of Tolstoy with Maxim 
Gorky suggests another thread—the recurring question of how to live  
a good life. There are fragments pulled from music (Jonathan Richman), 
from paintings (a nod to Fairfield Porter), and from nature filtered 
through culture—fruit box logos, stamps, word lists, and scattered 
thoughts on depiction and language. 
Each image leaves space for interpretation. They are not illustrations 
but reflections, notes to self, visual footnotes in an ongoing dialogue 
between the mind, the page, and the world. 
The title, Know Your Trees, is both suggestion and invitation: to observe 
more closely, to name what we encounter, and to stay alert to what 
surrounds us.

 Michael Woolworth is an American-born master printer who has been 
based in Paris for forty years. He works exclusively in printmaking using 
hand presses, with techniques including traditional stone lithography, 
woodcut, linocut, and monotype.

Michael Woolworth dans son atelier, Paris, septembre 2025. Photographie de Fabrice Gousset.















































Know Your Trees

Tuesday, September 23, 6–8 p.m.
Meeting with Blaise Drummond and Michael Woolworth
about this publishing project

From September 18 to October 11
Exhibition dedicated to the artist’s book project 
published by Michael Woolworth Publications
Galerie Loevenbruck, 12 rue Jacques-Callot, Paris 6th
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